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XV. A Journal of the Weather at Montreal. By Mr. 
Barr, Purveyor to bis Majejlfs Hofpitals in Canada; 
communicated by Dr. Saunders. 

Read January 20, 1780. 

' I ^HE winter feemed to fet in about the middle of 

A November; from that time to the end of the 
month we had fome fnow and cold weather; but the 
thermometer never was lower than 1 6° or 1 8° below the 
freezing point. 

About the 24th and 25 th of December people croffed 
the river three miles below Montreal. 

The letters a and b after the figures denote the mer- 
cury to be above or below o. The thermometer from 
which thefe obfervations were taken, was of Fahren- 
heit's conftrudtion ; it was fufpended to a poll, perfectly 
in the fhade, and no building nearer to it to reflect the 
heat than five or fix feet. 
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* This day 16 or 1 7 German foldiers were frozen to death in crofling the ice 
on the Lake St. Pierre, a lake near Trois Rivieres ; and about double the num- 
ber were froft bitten, many of whom loft their feet and hands. 

t Uncommon to have the weather clear when the wind is eafterly. 
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* This day and yefterday the ice on the river began to be rotten, and dof- 
fing to be hazardous. 
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It is worth obferving, that the great quantity of mow 
on the ground has, from the 2,9th of March to the 4th 
of April, been chiefly melted away by the heat of the 
fun, for the rain during that period has been very in-. 
considerable. 

No refoulement of the river this fpring; the ice gave 
way in the middle of the river firft, and the opening has 
been growing larger and larger every day fince the a 8th 
of March, and is this day, the 4th of April, very large, 
although the ice remains faft on the border of the 
river. 



